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Facts & figures 
The European Research Council (ERC) was created in 2007 to support the best frontier 
research and to raise the attractiveness of Europe as a research location. To stimulate 
scientific excellence, the ERC funds the very best scientists from anywhere in the world, 
in any field of research (no thematic priorities or geographical quotas). To date, the ERC 
has supported over 2,500 projects with ca. €4.2 billion, and has thereby supported over 
14,000 young Ph.D. and post-doc researchers working in ERC teams.  The ERC has led to 
new research results and breakthroughs, but has also become a benchmark for national 
research systems and policies, notably thanks to its peer-review selection, thus raising 
the overall level of European research and global competitiveness. The ERC grants are 
substantial (up to €3.5 million), long-term, flexible and provide prestige.  

How much money do we plan to invest in 2013? 
Approximate total budget of €1.75 billion  

• ERC Starting Grants : €398 million (for young researchers with at least 2 and up 
to 7 years work experience after their PhD)  

• ERC Consolidator Grants: €523 million (for researchers with at least 7 to 12 years 
of experience after their PhD and a promising track-record of publications) 

• ERC Advanced Grants: €662 million(for senior researchers who are identified as 
leaders in their fields and who have a significant track-record of publications) 

• ERC Synergy Grants: €150 million (for a group of 2 – 4 researchers with an 
extraordinary and multidisciplinary project that brings together expertise, 
approaches and resources) 

• ERC Proof of Concept Grants: €10 million (for Starting or Advanced grantees who 
wish to bridge the gap between their research and a marketable innovation). 

 
Why this priority? 
The ERC helps to retain the best researchers in Europe, and also to attract top talent 
from overseas, to stimulate Europe's research landscape, as well as its economy and 
competitiveness globally. As an example, the ERC is currently funding five Nobel 
laureates and three Fields Medallists as well as the winners of 30 more internationally 
recognised prizes. This year, the ERC also launched a global awareness raising campaign 
targeting top talent; it runs until 2014 and covers around 15 countries.  
 
What results do we expect in which area? 

• The ERC supports excellent "frontier research" in all domains (Physics & 
Engineering, Life Sciences, Social Sciences & Humanities) - the type of research 
that is prone to spark discoveries and innovations.  

• Frontier research helps address our grand challenges and has a real impact on 
people's daily lives. (A few examples: finding cures for our biggest diseases, 
studying ways to handle economic crises, and tackling climate change, to name 
but a few.) 

• By stimulating innovativeness, the ERC also contributes to creating new job 
opportunities in Europe. It is estimated that around 4,500 researchers (including 
team members) will be supported in 2013. 


